
 

Parent Voice – MINUTES - Monday 18th March 2019 

Attended: 

Headteacher - Miss M Morris  

Year 2 Leader - Miss K Bowden 

Class Reps: 

Cygnets: Yulia Allen 

Goslings: Anna Taylor 

Ducklings: Kate Clargo 

Hedgehogs: Steve Bird 

Squirrels:  

Foxes:  

Leopards: Kirsty Hedger 

Lions: Emily McCormick 

Tigers: Tamryn Royden 

Governor - Simon Tarr 

1. Class Rep Charter: This was agreed with suggestions made.  

 

2. School website: Feedback was provided from class reps and was, on the whole, very positive. 

Many use the website to look at dates and events on the calendar. They reported that the photos 

are great to look at and it is very inviting. 

 

There were a few, similar, comments made which the school will look into amending/updating: 

a. The new Translate feature covers up the search menu when the website is being looked at on a 

mobile phone – could this be addressed?  

b. Could we install a Search feature? 

c. Could the Parent Pay button appear on each page or be easier to find? 

We had a good conversation about general communication and the part that the website plays in 

this and school continues to look for ways to improve communication so that the balance is right.   

We also had a discussion about whether it would be useful to have an App, which would replace the 

need to send emails, and that would send people alerts for events etc. in school. - School can look 

into the implications, such as costs and staff time for this.  

3. School trips: There was discussion about trips and parents had questions about how many trips 

there should be and when they would take place.  

 

Miss Bowden listed the trips and visits that have taken place this year, across the year groups and it 

was apparent that not everyone knew about all of the different events across the school calendar. 

For example, so far this year: 

Police visit - Yr R, Chertsey Museum visitors - Yr 2, Pantomine – whole school, Zoolab – Yr 1, Junk 

Orchestra – whole school, Artist visit and workshop – group of children across the whole school, 

Firefighters visit - Yr 1, Synagogue trip - Yr 1; with more planned for the rest of the year 

 

Class reps understand that the school does face a problem in managing to get all parents to submit 

their voluntary contributions. A suggestion was made that the school should explain which trips 

were planned at the start of the year and ask for the money then, in advance of school trips. School 

can consider this.  

 

Ideally going forwards, at school we would like to offer at least one trip and one visit per term, in 

Years 1 & 2, but in Year R, it was more important to settle the children in first.  

 



There were also some questions about the trip to the Roald Dahl Museum which had taken place 

once, last year. It was felt by some parents that children who moved up to Year 2 were looking 

forward to it. The decision had been made not to go ahead with the trip this year as the educational 

value of the trip is not considered as worthwhile as the trip to Nower Wood.  

 

It was agreed that there needed to be more communication from the school about what trips and 

enrichment activities take place throughout the year.  

 

4. Lunches:  

School is currently in the process of making some considerable changes to lunches and this was 

explained.  

- In the playground we are improving provision and Midday Supervisors have had training to 

develop their expertise and skills.  

- A new reward system has been introduced at lunchtimes, to reward children’s good table 

manners, trying out new foods, helping to tidy equipment in the playground etc.  

- 51 children in year 2 have been appointed as Dinner Hall Helpers and are currently being 

trained for the role.  

- We are planning on changing our Service to ‘Family Service’ where children will serve one 

another at tables.  

- We are also looking at making changes to the menu and will shortly be sending out a survey for 

all parents to participate in.  

Class Reps agreed to feedback to other parents that these changes are planned.  

AOB:  

A) At the start of the meeting we talked about the importance of parents talking to the class teacher if 

there were any issues that were of concern, relating to their child. Class Reps were asked to feed 

this back to parents.  

B) Some clarification was requested about volunteering in school, which is provided in more detail 

below: 

All parents and carers are welcome to volunteer in school, or to help at school events – for example 

parents and carers:   

 Come in to school to change books in the library 

 Come in to listen to readers 

 General support as requested by the class teacher.  

 Helping with planting activities.  

 

Parents and carers are welcome to help occasionally or on a regular basis. Class Reps also asked if 

the school can remind and request help from parents as a regular feature on Dear Parents.   

A list of parents and carers who have a DBS is kept in the school office.  

 

A DBS will allow parents and carers to volunteer and help UNSUPERVISED in school on at school events.  

 

In general, we try to make sure that parents with a DBS volunteer on school trips, but there are occasions 
when we are short of parent helpers and this is when we arrange for parents without a DBS to volunteer. If 
this happens then these adults will not be able to be unsupervised.  

 

We finished the meeting and thanked everybody for their time.  


