
Parent Voice Minutes Spring 2020 

Meeting 6th February 2020 

Attendees: 

From Manby Lodge: Miss Morris, Mrs Saffer 

From Governing Board: Helen Russell 

From parent community: Class Reps as per table below: 

 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 

Ducklings – Mrs Andrews Foxes – Mrs Vishwanathan Leopards – Mrs Elmer 

Goslings – Mrs Dury Hedgehogs – Mrs D Tigers – Mrs Emerson 

Cygnets – not present Squirrels- not present Lions – concerns shared by Mrs 
Emerson 

 

Key discussion points and actions 

1. Advice for Class Reps. Miss Morris shared a handout “Advice for Class Reps” which was from 

a website called The Key, that provides information for schools. Action: Class Reps to read. 

2. Parking 

 Miss Morris continues to receive emails from local residents about inconsiderate 

parking by parents/carers around the school. Miss Morris shared a couple of 

anonymous examples with the attendees.  

 We had a long discussion about what the issues were, including the need to drive if 

you are Manby/Cleves parents as there is insufficient time to walk between the two 

schools and not enough places to park near the school  

 Ideally Miss Morris would be spending her time focusing on the children and 

learning at the school, rather than dealing with parking issues, so is keen to find a 

way to move forwards 

 Action: Mrs Emerson offered to construct a response to residents to explain why 

parents have to drive (i.e. the distance between Manby & Cleves) 

 Action: School to look at how many of our pupils have Cleves siblings as percentage 

 Action: Miss Morris to set up a working party of Manby parents. Action: Class Reps 

ask parents/carers who would like to be involved. We also discussed inviting some 

local residents to join to consider ideas together that will alleviate the issues e.g. 

encourage using York Road car park, car sharing where possible (already often done 

for pick up), consider changing pick up/drop off time to give more time to do Manby 

& Cleves etc etc 

 Note: The request for a Zebra crossing (or similar safe crossing point) on Queens 

Road is currently being investigated by Helen Russell on behalf of the school.  

 

3. School Uniform 

 Miss Morris confirmed that we will be moving from Unismart to M&S as the supplier 

of the Manby Lodge school uniform by the end of the summer term. This will be 

communicated by school to parents in due course, along with updated uniform list. 

 As Forest School will be continuing, Miss Morris suggested that the children wear 

their PE jogging bottoms and a white long sleeve T shirt.  

 Parents’ feedback was to ask for royal blue leggings to be added (many children, 

especially girls don’t like the joggers) and if we could have blue T shirt vs. white, as 

they get grubby so quickly. Miss Morris was in agreement. 



 We also discussed having royal blue waterproof salopettes for Forest School (Miss 

Morris showed  some examples). Parents were in agreement that these were good 

 Action: Class Reps to remind classes with Forest School that the children needed 

waterproofs for their Forest School sessions.  

 There was a conversation about children being cold in PE lessons outside as they 

were wearing T shirts/shorts. Miss Morris said that teachers don’t tell children want 

to wear, but encourage them to look at the weather and make their own choices as 

we are teaching independence. Action: Class Reps could feed this back to their 

classes; its up to the children to choose their PE kits and remind parents that joggers 

should be included in the PE bags.  

 Miss Morris also mentioned that school uniform list to be updated so children can 

wear trainers OR plimsolls (currently only plimsolls) as the plimsolls often don’t fit 

well. Mrs Saffer asked that they have Velcro-fastening trainers (unless children have 

learnt to tie their own laces) 

 Ear piercing. There was a conversation about children not to have pierced ears at 

Manby Lodge. If parents/carers wish to have children’s ears pierced, then please do 

at start of summer holidays. Then when they come back to school, ear rings will 

need to be removed. Action: Class reps to feed back to classes where applicable 

 Watches. Analogue watches can be worn, but not digital or smart watches.  

 Book bags. These are part of the school uniform, so are required. However if 

children/parents wish to have a back pack, that is fine. We did discuss that storage is 

always a challenge in schools, so book bags are preferred. Action: Class reps to feed 

back to classes where applicable 

 Water bottles. Manby Lodge branded water bottles are being investigate. Miss 

Morris did ask that water bottles are not put in book bags as they are leaking and 

spoiling the books. 

 

4. Any other business 

 Water fountain. Request by one class for water fountains in school, particularly the 

playground. Miss Morris said that this could be investigated, but won’t be the 

highest priority in terms of where we choose to spend the school’s resources.  

 Show & Tell. Question by one class about show and tell – was this something that all 

classes did? Could children be invited to stand up and say something personalised 

about them as an individual, perhaps on a rota basis? Action: Miss Morris/Mrs Saffer 

said they would speak to the teachers about this.  

 Lunches. There was concern from some parents that their child wasn’t having 

enough food at lunch time, so was the “family service” style of serving monitored to 

ensure each child has the right portion? Miss Morris confirmed that there are adults 

supervising the lunch service everyday.  

 Handwriting. There was a question raised by one class rep about whether 

handwriting was taught differently at Manby vs Cleves. They had heard that 

Oatlands did handwriting the same as Cleves, so the Manby children had to adjust 

more. Miss Morris explained that there are lots of ways to teach handwriting. 

Manby Lodge had not focussed on handwriting in the past, but it is now taught in 

each year group. Action: Miss Morris to follow up with Cleves about handwriting 

 

 

Meeting Closed 


