
 

 
Introduction to Phonics 

 
 What is phonics?  
 
It is the first steps to reading: a relationship between the letters and the sounds (phonemes) 
of words.  
 
The sound (phoneme) is the first thing your child needs to recognise.  
 
Learning the letter sounds (phonemes)  

• Your child should learn each letter by its sound and not the name  
• The letters are NOT introduced in alphabetical order  
• Each sound has a picture, rhyme or action to help the children remember the sound  
•  As your child progresses you can point to the letter and get your child to repeat the 

rhyme/action OR point to the picture and get your child to say the sound  
• As your child becomes more confident the rhymes/actions are no longer needed.  
•  Children should use sound buttons and draw a dot underneath each sound not each 

letter.  
 
A letter is a sound (phoneme) and a shape (grapheme)  
 
Phonic Phases  
 
Phase 1 (Nursery) – exploring and experimenting with sound/rhythm/rhyme including 
tuning in to sound/listening/remembering and talking about sound  
Phase 2 (Reception) – starting to learn phonemes (letter sounds) and graphemes (letter 
shapes)  
Phase 3 (Reception) – continuing to learn more phonemes/graphemes and beginning to 
read and spell simple words  
Phase 4 (Reception/Year 1) – read and spell longer words  
Phase 5 (Year 1) – learn alternative ways of spelling (eg ‘c’ coat/city)  
Phase 6 (Year 2) – spelling and grammar including tense, plurals, suffixes and prefixes  
 
Useful Websites  
 
www.phonicsplay.co.uk   
http://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/the-alphablocks-guide-to-phonics  
http://mrthorne.com  
http://www.oxfordphonicschecksupport.co.uk/login  
(This website generates mock phonics screening tests. To register, enter your email address 
and follow the instructions. Then click on ‘Generate example screening check’. A practise 
test will open as a PDF document. When revisiting the website, just enter your email 
address and generate a new check.  
 



 

Games to play:  
• I spy (“I spy, something beginning with the sound…”)  
• Sound gobbler – eg Gordon Gobbler! Use a cardboard box to make a person! Child 

can post sounds through the mouth  
•  Sorting game: get 2 baskets/plates/trays and put a letter card on them eg ‘s’ ‘a’ Ask 

child to find objects beginning with that sound. Say the name of the object and put it 
in the correct place.  

•  Puppet – have a puppet which misses off the first sound. Get your child to help the 
puppet say the word correctly  

•  Odd one out – get objects beginning with the same sound except one  
•  Bingo – match the pictures to the sound/letter  
• Flashcards – cut up the phonemes and tricky words  
• Sound buttons! Use dots to indicate phonemes  e.g.  

 

 

 
 
 
Tricky Words  
 
Within each phase your child will also learn tricky words. Tricky words cannot be decoded.  
 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar is taught every day in school from Year 1 to Year 6.  
During these lessons children will learn:  
 
Spelling  
The children will learn how to spot patterns in words, to understand their roots, suffixes and 
prefixes and how to apply this when spelling independently.  
 
Punctuation  
The marks used in a piece of text (eg full stop, comma, brackets, colon). They will learn how 
to recognise and use punctuation correctly. They will learn how it alters meaning in reading 
and writing.  
 
Grammar  
The parts of a sentence and their names (eg adjective, adverb, verb, noun, adverbial 
phrase). They will practise playing and using words in a meaningful context, during speaking, 
reading and writing. 

 


