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We are so proud of the way that Year R has settled into school. Children have been really brave and are 
already learning how to move around school sensibly, and learning to be more independent. They can be 
seen finding the resources that they need in class and sitting listening to their teacher with real focus during 
phonics sessions, or at story time. 
 
New Reception children in the last two weeks: 
 

    
   

  
 
Summer reading Challenge 
Today in Celebration Assembly we announced the results of the summer reading challenge. Well done to all 
of the children who took part in this challenge. We will be arranging Parent Workshops in the next month, 
focusing on Phonics and Reading and how you can support your child to develop essential reading skills.  
 
Covid-19 Measures 
Thank you to everyone for your cooperation in adhering to new measures – for wearing masks, and for 
reducing the number of adults in the playground. We hope that we can continue to keep each member of our 
school community safe.  
 
As you will be aware we have now moved away from keeping children in their class ‘bubbles’ in Year 1 and 2 
and they are now mixing as a whole year group.  This means that they are eating packed lunches in the hall 
at lunch. The classes in each year group are also allowed to mix now, and I have had conversations with a 
number of Year 1 and Year 2 children who are pleased that they can ‘go anywhere that they want to now’ 
and play with friends from other classes.  
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Lunches  
We have reviewed the meals provided by our Catering Team and I was also 
presented with a petition from Leopard Class children! We have agreed that we 
will return to hot meals from Monday 19

th
 October. It has not been ideal serving 

the children packed lunches, but because the children had to eat in their 
classrooms for the first few weeks of term, it simply wasn’t practical to serve 
them hot meals.  

   
I’m sorry to say that we will not be able to continue with Family Service for the time being, as there are 
changes to the way that the catering staff are working under Covid restrictions. We moved to Family Service 
because of the skills it encourages in our children, so it’s a shame that we can’t use this approach at the 
moment. Unfortunately Covid restrictions in this case take priority.  
 
Meals will be served to children individually and I will share more information about how this will work once 
we have started back on hot lunches.                                                           
 

Black History Month 
Many of you may not be aware that October is ‘Black History Month’ in schools 
across the UK. In October we will be using our Music Assembly* to share music by 
famous black musicians. This week children enjoyed pretending to join in with 
imaginary trumpets while they listened to the music of Louis Armstrong.  On 
Monday Mrs Saffer will lead an Assembly* to introduce children to ‘Black History 
Month’. Teachers will also be sharing texts written by black authors and including 

characters from a range of backgrounds.  
* In the autumn term Year R children only join in with some assemblies.  

 
FOML – Annual General Meeting 
We have a very active PTA called the Friends of Manby Lodge. The FOML AGM is taking place on Friday 9

th
 

October, via Zoom. We usually hold this meeting in the hall, so maybe holding it virtually will mean that more 
people can attend.  
 
If you’re a new parent in Year R and this is your first experience of school, please do come and see what the 
FOML is all about – you will be really welcome!  
 
Parent Voice 
This term we will be holding our first Parent Voice meeting on Tuesday 13

th
 October. This is an opportunity 

for parents to find out more about what is happening in school and the rationale behind the decisions we 
make. We will send an invitation to Class Reps along with a topic we’d like to discuss with you all. As usual, 
if you have any questions, please direct these to your Class Rep who can then feed back to us in school.  
 
Often Year R parents have a lot of questions about how things work and how things happen, especially if 
their eldest child has just started Reception.  
 
We’re happy to hold an extra meeting with Year R parents if it will help. Please can Class Reps collect 
questions and topics for discussion and we will be in touch via email.  
 
Useful links from the previous Newsletter: 
Setting Work for your child if they are self-isolating or quarantining 
Please inform us via the school office if you need us to send work home for your child. We will send work for 
them to complete if they are quarantining or self-isolating, awaiting Coronavirus Test Results. Your child 
does not have to do work if they are ill. We will expect work completed at home during this time to be brought 
into school so that it can be stored with your child’s work.  
Please bring in the work when your child returns to school. If you have any questions about this, please ask 
your child’s class teacher, or speak to one of us in the playground, before or after school.   
 
Information on our school website 
We have developed some of the pages on our school website. We hope that you find the following pages 
useful: 
https://www.manbylodge.co.uk/key-stage-one-year-1-and-year-2/ 
https://www.manbylodge.co.uk/eyfs-foundation-stage-yr-reception/ 
https://www.manbylodge.co.uk/covid-19/ 
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