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Headteacher Newsletter – 2020-21 - Number 8 – 29th January 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I wish you a belated Happy New Year. It’s been an unexpected and busy start to the term.  
 
Remote Learning  

 Thank you to parents for working so hard to juggle supporting your child(ren) with remote 
learning – we appreciate how difficult this may be. We’re very impressed with children’s work 
that we’re seeing shared with class teachers. It is also wonderful to see so many children 
joining the live registration sessions and the additional sessions when we are able to run 
these.  

 We believe that all children who needed to borrow a device from school have already done so; 
but if you’re a family who does still need one please contact the school office.   

 If any of you have any problems with laptops or devices that you have borrowed from school, 
please get in touch with us ASAP.  

 Please remember that if you need access to more data there is a scheme to support this: 
https://get-help-with-tech.education.gov.uk/about-increasing-mobile-data. You will need to 
get in touch with the school to access more data.  

 
In School Provision 

 A number of children have reported ‘play dates’ that they have had outside of school hours. I 
need to remind parents of critical worker/vulnerable children who are currently being taught in 
school, that if you are mixing with other households, outside of any support bubble, during out  
of school hours; then we will have no choice but to withdraw our offer of a place for your child. 
We cannot risk putting the other children in school and our staff at risk.  

 From next week we’ll have 27% of our children with us in school, which is a high proportion 
when it is reported that nationally there are 14% of children in school. At present we have 
every member of our teaching and support staff either teaching our critical worker/vulnerable 
children ‘in school’ or delivering and supporting remote learning for those children at home.  

 We are stretched to capacity but continue to provide the best education to all children that we 
are currently able to. If a member of staff who is working with a group in school was to become 
ill, then we may have to unfortunately ask that the children in their group stay at home and 
access remote learning for the duration of the absence.  

 

Weekly Assembly Year 1 and Year 2 
I really loved seeing photographs sent in response to my assembly about Kindness and feeding 
the birds last week, thank you to those of you who sent in a photograph.   
 
This week I invited children to make videos suggesting changes that they would like to see happen 
at Manby Lodge. If any of your children are keen to do this then I would love to see their videos.  
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Wellbeing  
Next week (1st - 7th February) is ‘Children’s Mental Health Week’. Each year group will be 
suggesting ways that your child can focus on their well-being at home.  
 
February is also National Heart Month. We will try to focus even more, on ways to keep healthy, 
both in mind and body, in the weeks leading up to half term.  
 
In the meantime you may find some useful activities on this website: 
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents-and-carers/ 
 
 
ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistants) 
I’m sure that you will join me in congratulating Mrs Wyatt (Cygnet TA) and Mrs Wallace (Fox TA) in 
completing their training to deliver Emotional Literacy Support to children across our school.  
 
They have both started working with a number of children to support emotional well-being in the 
last two weeks. We have a waiting list, but if you think that your child would benefit from Emotional 
Literacy Support, please contact your child’s class teacher.    
 

 
 
Surrey Early Help Hub 
As part of the development of Surrey's Early Help offer, they are building a Hub which is intended 
to become a go-to resource to help parents looking for additional information about how to support 
their children.  
 
By their own admittance they are starting small and initially just focusing on behaviour but the 
intention is that this builds to be much more comprehensive in terms of what it offers.  
 
Please have a look to see if any of the information is of use to you.    
https://www.surreysfamilyhelphub.org.uk 

 
 
 

Online Safety 
Tuesday 9th February is Safer Internet Day. We will be focusing on Online Safety across all year 
groups that week. We will also be conducting a survey with all parents about internet use in the 
home, and online safety, so that we can tailor support from school that meets your needs.  
 
We are all relying on technology at the moment more than we have ever done. There is lots of 
useful information on our own school website on the Online Safety Page:  
https://www.manbylodge.co.uk/online-safety/ 
 
 

 
 
Please remember to get in touch with us if you are struggling with remote learning. We can’t 
promise to provide all of the answers, but we will help if we can.  
 
Kind regards 

 

Miriam Morris 
 
Headteacher 
Manby Lodge Infant School 
 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents-and-carers/
https://www.surreysfamilyhelphub.org.uk/
https://www.manbylodge.co.uk/online-safety/

