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Headteacher Newsletter – 2020-21 - Number NINETEEN –  14th May 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Coronavirus Systems of Control - Update 
The DfE have published updated guidance for schools to manage the Coronavirus pandemic.  Despite an 
easing of measures in other areas of life, schools are still guided to maintain many of the practices that we 
introduced as a result of the pandemic.  
The following sets out what we will do until the next set of guidance is issued by the DfE:  
- Children will continue to operate as separate Year group bubbles and cannot mix together inside or in the 
playground.  
- We will continue to carry out additional cleaning including cleaning toys and equipment in between uses 
in the playground.  
- Additional hand washing/use of sanitizer must continue.  
- Staggered drop-off and pick up is also still recommended to ensure that parents can be socially 
distanced.  
- We will continue to take the temperature of everyone who enters the school building.  
- Staff will continue with twice weekly lateral flow testing.  
- It is recommended that, where social distancing isn’t possible, staff continue to wear face masks in 
school.  For staff in the classrooms we will now make it optional for staff to wear a face mask.  
- We will continue to ask parents to wear a mask in the playground.  
- Anyone showing symptoms should not come into school.  

 
International Week  
We have all enjoyed International Week this week.  Year 2 have been concentrating on Asian countries 
and have learnt about languages, animals and more.  Year 1 have learnt about Brazil and compared it to 
England, topping off the end of the week with a Brazilian Carnival!  
 
In Year R children have been learning about the different countries that some of them come from, or have 
family in.  They’ve learnt in detail about Spain, Jamaica, Australia and India.  I was so impressed to hear 
the children sharing facts about the Australian animals this week.  They have learnt such a lot! 
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More photos are available on https://www.manbylodge.co.uk/gallery-3/ 

On Friday 7th May we took part in 'Number Day' to raise money for the NSPCC. We are delighted to announce 

that we raised £292.19. Thank you for your donations.  

During the day each class took part in fun maths activities. In Reception, the children went on a number 

treasure hunt and looked for numbers in their outside area. In Year One the children took their learning outside 

to solve repeated addition with chalk and solve different problems. In Year Two the children had lots of fun 

planning a maths tea party. All classes used the day as an opportunity to take their maths learning outside and 

focus on real life problems!  In KS1 the children also took part in a timed maths challenge and two classes tied, 

these classes were: Leopards and Squirrels. We picked a name out of the hat and the winning class was 

Squirrels. Well done to Squirrels class, some super speedy maths! 

- Miss Skinner – Maths Lead.  

Mental Health Awareness Week  Zones of Regulation & ELSA 
 
Some of you may be aware that it is Mental Health Awareness Week this week. In school well-being and being 
aware of mental health needs is a high priority for both our staff and our children. I thought it would be useful to 
share with you some of the approaches we take at Manby to support the mental well-being of our children.  
 
Last term when children returned to school in March, we introduced Zones of Regulation and ‘virtual toolboxes’ 
to support children to better manage their feelings, emotions and reactions to various situations. Zones of 
regulation help children to recognise how they are feeling.  
 
Each classroom now has an area where the Toolbox is displayed and teachers use the Toolbox to support 
children.  If children are experiencing more negative emotions, (e.g. jealousy, irritation, sadness or anger) the 
Toolbox will help them to regulate their feelings. Ask your child if they have used the Toolbox in their classroom.  
 
We also are fortunate that two of our TAs, Mrs Wallace and Mrs Wyatt 
are our trained ELSAs (Emotional Literacy Support Assistants). Our 
ELSAs work with approx. 10 children across the school at any given 
time to support children for a range of reasons. If you think that your 
child would benefit from ELSA support please speak to your child’s class 
teacher.  
We have attached the ELSA information leaflet with this Newsletter for 
further information.   
              Mrs Wallace          Mrs Wyatt 
 

Parking 

Please can I remind all parents to be considerate when parking for drop-off or pick-up? We have had a 
complaint from a local resident, that parents who have parked on Princes Road have done so in a way that 
blocks the road.           Thank you.  

 
The National Big Ask Survey 
Please remember to complete this survey for your child if they are in Year R or Year 1.  

Please respond to the survey by clicking on this link- The Big Ask survey.  

 
 

NSPCC Number Day 
 

https://www.manbylodge.co.uk/gallery-3/
https://www.zonesofregulation.com/learn-more-about-the-zones.html
https://surreycountycouncil.newsweaver.co.uk/SchoolsBulletin/q39jp9wynlk1dn9gqjapg9/external?a=6&p=59278059&t=20022805
https://surreycountycouncil.newsweaver.co.uk/SchoolsBulletin/q39jp9wynlk1dn9gqjapg9/external?a=6&p=59278059&t=20022805
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Reading Competition  
Weekly winners: Tiger class & Duckling Class 
This week there were 2 classes with the same percentage -Tiger class and Duckling 
Class, both with 47%. 
Classes who improved on previous week’s percentage: Leopards, Hedgehogs and Squirrels 
 
It looks like Tiger Class has some competition from Hedgehog Class as their rocket is catching up fast!  
 

We are also currently recruiting from Year 2 children for the position of ‘Year 2 
Librarian’.  Mrs Davidson is looking forwards to receiving applications for this post. If you 
think that your child would be good at this role, please encourage them to apply! 
 
We have had our new library installed and are now in the process of returning books to fill it, 
and will need help from the New Year 2 Librarians to keep the library neat and tidy.  

 

Choosing a school Survey to parents – This is a reminder to fill in our survey if you haven’t 
already done so.  
 
We need your help please. We are in the process of developing our marketing and communications to 
prospective parents and carers, and should like to know what factors were/are important when making 
a decision about where to send your child(ren) to school.  
 
If you put Manby Lodge as your first preference, it would help us to know what key factors prompted 
your decision to do so. We are also really interested to hear from those parents and carers for whom 
Manby Lodge wasn’t their first choice, but whose child(ren) are now attending the  school.  
 
Click on this link to complete the survey: 

https://forms.gle/rp8JEcB6EbF5zxAQ8 
 
Thank you in advance for completing this.  

 

Lastly - Happy Eid! Some of our families and staff are celebrating Eid al Fitr this week to mark the end of 
Ramadan. Enjoy the celebrations with your family.  

 

Have a great weekend everyone! 

 
Kind regards,  

Miriam Morris 
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