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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
What a busy first term back to school! We can’t believe how quickly the time has flown by! We’re 
delighted that we’ve been able to welcome parents back into school to join us for Shared Learning and 
look forward to you spending more time in school this year.  
 
PUMPKINS! 
The Pumkins today are amazing!  It made judging the winning entries really difficult. Well done to all 
who took part. The winners in each year group are: 
 

Year R: Nancy – Ducklings, Mara – Goslings, Basit – Cygnets 
Year 1: Alice – Hedgehogs, Osian – Foxes, Sammy – Squirrels 
Year 2: Lila – Lions, Ellie – Leopards, Huxley - Tigers 
 

               
 
Thankyous: 

1. We raised almost £300 when children came to school dressed in PJs / relaxed wear during well 
being week. The money went towards the Mr Moveit Workshop for all classes. Thank you for 
your donations.  

2. Thank you for all of your generous Harvest donations. The food and hygiene products will be 
donated to the Runnymede Foodbank. 

 
3. Lastly, we have hosted a number of volunteer parents this half term to help to get the new 

reading scheme books ready. A huge THANK YOU goes to you all – we couldn’t do this without 
you all! 
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Parent Volunteers 
After half term we will be introducing parent volunteers into classes, to help us to run the library, and to 
hear children read in the afternoons. We are also always in need of helpers for other aspects of school 
life. We know that many of you will be pleased to hear this. We need help with the following: 

 
1. Reading one to one with children 
2. Helping with admin type tasks in class 
3. Managing the library.  

We need one or two regular volunteers to help with this each week. You will oversee the 
children taking a book from the library once a week. We have already organised the Library 
Rota to fit in with everything else that happens throughout the week – time slots are as follows. 
Please let us know if you are available to help at the time associated with your child’s class: 
 

Ducklings – Monday - 10.30 – 11.30am 
Goslings – Tuesday - 10.30 – 11.30am 
Cygnets – Wednesday - 10.30 – 11.30am 
Squirrels – Wednesday - 1.10 – 2pm 
Hedgehogs – Thursday - 1.10 – 2pm 
Foxes – Thursday - 2 – 2.50pm 
Tigers – Wednesday - 2 – 2.50pm 
Leopards – Tuesday - 1.10 – 2pm 
Lions - Tuesday - 2 – 2.50pm 

 
Year Group Leaders will organise volunteers, and we ask that you don’t volunteer in the class that your 
child is in, apart from if you’re manging the library. This is to ensure that children are not distracted by 
their parents being in school.  
  
Any parent who will be spending regular time in school either hearing children read, or helping in the 
library must have attended the Session on Safeguarding. We will run 2 sessions, in person, on 
Wednesday 3rd Nov at 2.15pm and Friday 5th November at 9.15am. (Each session will last approx. 40 
minutes.  
 
During w/c 15th November Year Group Leaders will each run a session for parent volunteers to help you 
to better support children with one to one reading. Further details will be sent out after half term.  
 
If you are able to give up your time on a regular basis, please let us know, either by speaking to your 
child’s class teacher or through the school office. Year Group Leaders will coordinate Parent Volunteers 
in each year group. Please remember to sign up for one of the Safeguarding sessions with me or Mrs 
Saffer.    
 
Healthy Lunches 
As I explained in my previous Newsletter we are delighted that our school won the Healthy Schools 
Award. One of the aspects of being a Healthy School is providing healthy meals. In 2019 we worked 
with Twelve 15 our Catering Service to improve the school menu. We made sure that we adhere to 
school guidelines regarding food groups to provide children with a healthy balanced diet. We reduced 
the amount of ‘pudding’ we serve children, opting for healthier fruit or yogurt after the main meal. We 
also now offer a ‘starter’ twice a week – for example serving cucumber and or carrots before the main 
meal.  
 
We do offer a ‘pudding’ on a Friday, and chocolate muffins are a firm favourite. Parents may be 
interested to learn though, that all of our cakes and muffins are actually made from 50% vegetable – 
e.g. courgette. We don’t make this known to the children, as we are very aware that it may put some 
children off! We discussed this recently at Governors and agreed that we should share this with our 
parents.  
 
We have also now created guidance for packed lunches. All of this information, including the updated 
Autumn/Winter Menu can be found on our school website on this page.  
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Parent Teacher Consultations – Your chance to see children’s work 
On Tuesday 2nd and Thursday 4th November we will be holding Parent Teacher Consultations virtually. 
Teams links have been sent out for these meetings.  
 
On w/c 2nd Nov, your child’s books will be available for you to look at before and after school every day. 
There will be a box where you can get your child’s books from, and another box to put them into when 
you have finished looking.    
 
Parent Voice 
Thank you to the Class Reps who attended Parent Voice on Tuesday this week. Minutes will be sent 
home and put onto our website wc 1st Nov.  
 
Covid 
At Parent Voice we were asked for an update on Covid.  
 
We have been made aware of a few isolated cases of Covid amongst our children since we returned to 
school. We are not sharing this information more widely which is in line with current guidance from the 
DfE. You can access our school’s Covid Risk Assessment, on our website, here.  
 
If as a school we reached a point where we had a higher number of cases then we would have to 
reintroduce stricter measures, such as wearing masks, or putting children into bubbles so that when 
there are high numbers of cases we can do our bit to stop the spread.  
 
If your child has any of the three symptoms of Covid they should not come into school. We strongly 
recommend that if your child has symptoms they complete a PCR Test.  

• Loss of taste, smell 

• Continuous cough 

• High Temperature. If your child has a high temperature, please do not give your child calpol 
and send them into school.  

Thank you for your understanding and continued support.  
 
Singing and music 
We are pleased that children are singing in school again! After a long period of no singing during the 
Covid Pandemic we are now holding Singing Assembly every Tuesday morning for Year 1 & 2. We plan 
to slowly increase the amount that Year R children attend, but this week they joined Singing Assembly 
for the first time, and each class performed their Harvest songs to the rest of the school.   
 
As some of you may have also noticed when you read our School Development Priorities, we are in the 
process of renewing our Arts’ Mark Award and we will be doing work this year to improve the 
teaching of all of the creative arts (Music, art, performance arts & DT).  
 

Christmas Nativities 
This year we will be inviting parents to come into school to see the Christmas 
Nativity. As with Shared Learning, we will only be inviting one parent to attend 
the show. This is so that we can do our bit to ensure that we avoid over-
crowding. 
 
On the Christmas Craft morning we will also only invite one parent per child into 
school. The morning will be spread over two sessions, with 15 parents invited to 
each session. Again this is to avoid overcrowding.  

 
Have a really great (slightly longer) half term break. We look forward to seeing you back in school, after 
the Inset Day, on Tuesday 2nd November.  

 

Kind regards,  Miriam Morris 

https://www.manbylodge.co.uk/covid-19/

