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Subject: Religious Education 
 

EYFS  
Early 
Learning 
Goals 
(Reception)  
 

Early Learning Goal: People, Culture and Communities 
Children at the expected level of development will:  

- Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural 
communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been 
read in class; 

Early Learning Goal - Speaking:  

- Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their 
own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary; 
- Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including 
use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling 
and support from their teacher. 
Comprehension: 

Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and 
narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary; - Anticipate – where 
appropriate – key events in stories; 
 

End of KS1 objectives: 
Knowledge and understanding: 

Children should be able to : 
• identify similarities in features of religions and beliefs • retell religious, spiritual and moral stories • identify possible meanings for stories, symbols and other forms of religious expression • identify 
how religion and belief is expressed in different ways. 
 
Analysis and evaluation: 

Children should be able to: 
• respond sensitively and imaginatively to questions about their own and others' ideas, experiences and feelings • ask questions about their own and others’ ideas, feelings and experiences • give a 
reason why something may be valued by themselves and others • recognise that some questions about life are difficult to answer. 
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Links to learning in Year R Year 1 Year 2 

Autumn 
To explore questions of identity e.g. what 
makes them special and unique, valuing 
others etc. as well as thinking about the 
different places where they ‘belong’. 
Pupils should also consider how new 
babies are welcomed into the world as 
way of celebrating the uniqueness of a 
new life, and investigate different ways in 
which different people show they 
‘belong’, including sharing stories about 
religious leaders. 
 
To explore the idea of ‘celebration’ as an 
important religious concept, the starting 
point being the celebrations that are a 
part of the lives of the pupils in your 
class. This learning creates significant 
opportunities to help pupils to see the 
world through the eyes of others and to 
understand that celebrations can help us 
to understand more about what different 

Autumn 1  
What do Christians believe God is like? 
Children should learn: 

 that people sometimes use pictures to convey meaning 

 that there are many different images of God contained within 
the Bible (**see Points to note) 

 that these images help to answer the        question ‘What is God 
like?’ 

 that Christian beliefs about God are connected with these 
images 

 that Christians believe that God loves them, and all people to 
express their own thoughts and ideas about what God might be 
like. 

 
Autumn 2 
Why is church important to Christians? 
Children should learn: 

 that Christians meet together in a church  

Autumn 1  
Why is the Bible an important book to Christians?  
Children should learn: 

 that books can be special / important to people 

 that the Bible contains ‘stories’** about God and people  

 about some key narratives from the Old Testament  e.g. Jacob, 
Joseph, Moses, Joshua, David, Samuel, Daniel etc. 

 that the New Testament contains accounts from the life of 
Jesus & the early Church 

 that Christians read the Bible to learn about God and that this 
affects how they live their lives. 
 

Why did Jesus tell parables? 
Children will learn:  

 that stories can teach people things 

 that the Bible contains parables that Jesus told 

 that Jesus’ parables are found in the New Testament 

 that parables have a deep meaning 



2 
 

people believe 
 
 

 that the church is not just a building but also a family of Christian 
people that Christians show God is important to them through 
worship  

 that there are special Christian symbols in a church building  

 about the main features of a church (interior / exterior)* 
 
Why is Christmas important to Christians? 
Children should learn: 

 that Christmas is linked to the account of the birth of Jesus 

 about the key people and events in the birth stories (Nativity) 

 that this story is the focus of the celebration for Christians 

 that Christians believe Jesus is the Son of God 
 

 that Jesus told parables to explain important truths to people  

 that the truths in Jesus’ parables have an impact on a 
Christian’s life 

 
Autumn 2 
What does the Christmas story tell Christians about Christmas? 
Children will learn:  

 that Christmas is the celebration of Jesus’ birth 

 that Christians believe there are clues in the story that show 
who Jesus is 

 what these clues show e.g. 
o star – the birth of a new King 
o presents – Jesus as God’s gift to the world & the gifts 

of the Magi 
o angels – messengers from God who told people 

about Jesus being God’s Son 

o light – Jesus as the light of the world 
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Spring  
To know that places are special for 
different people and that some places 
hold special memories. They will begin to 
understand that some people go to 
special buildings to pray to or be close to 
God. 
 
To think about the different ways in which 
an object might be considered ‘precious’ 
or ‘special’, including religious artefacts – 
and begin to articulate why this is. It is an 
important question to help children to 
realise that something that is precious to 
them might not be to someone else and 
vice versa. 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring 1 
Who is Jesus? 
Children will learn: 

 that Christians call Jesus the ‘Son of God’ 

 that Christians believe that Jesus is both human and divine (God) 

 about the main events in Jesus’ life 

 that Jesus performed miracles, including healings e.g. water into 
wine; feeding the 5000; calming the storm;  Bartimaeus; the 
paralysed man; the sick girl; the ten lepers 

 that many people followed Jesus, and still do now.  
 

Why do Christians call Jesus ‘Saviour’?  
Children will learn: 

 that friendship is an important value 

 the Bible contains stories about people Jesus met and ‘rescued’ 

 that many people’s lives were changed by meeting Jesus 

 that Christians call Jesus ‘Saviour’ 
 
Spring 2 
What do eggs have to do with Easter? 
Children will learn: 

 that new life is an important theme of Easter celebrations 

 on Good Friday Christians remember Jesus’ death 

 on Easter Day Christians celebrate Jesus’ resurrection 

 that symbols are used to represent key aspects of Easter: 
o Hot cross buns – Good Friday / the crucifixion 
o Easter eggs – the Garden tomb; new life; the 

resurrection 
 
 

Spring 1 
Why should we look after our world? 
Children will learn: 

 to consider why the world is a place of wonder 

 Christians, Jews and Muslims all believe that there is one God 
who created the world and cares for all people 

 that the Bible, the Torah and the Qur’an all contain stories 
about creation 

 to evaluate how people have spoiled the natural world 

 that non-religious people believe different things about how 
the world came to be 

 that many religious and non-religious people show concern 
about waste, greed and environmental issues 

 
Spring 2  
Why is Easter important to Christians? 
Children will learn: 

 that friendship is a precious thing and can get damaged 

 that Christians believe that: 
o God loves all people and wants to be their friend 
o the things they do wrong damage their friendship 

with God  
o Jesus’ death means they can put things right with 

God again (be forgiven) 
o Jesus’ resurrection means that death is not the end 
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Summer  
To explore a wide range of stories and 
picture books, religious and secular. 
They will use their favourite stories as 
examples of what makes a story special 
to them and begin to think about the fact 
that some stories are special to people 
because they are about God or religious 
leaders. They will also consider whether 
stories can teach people things 
 
To engage with their natural sense of 
wonder about the natural world, and 
their part in it as unique individuals. 
Pupils will have many opportunities to 
create things of their own during their 
time in EYFS, which is an important idea 
within this key question. This key 
question also offers opportunities to 
explore the Creation account from the 
Bible, whilst also thinking about their 
own and others’ ideas. 

Summer 1  (Synagogue trip) 
What is the Torah? Why is it important? 
Children will learn: 

 what it means to treat something with respect 

 the Torah is the Jewish holy book and contains rules for Jews to 
live by 

 the Torah is in the form of a scroll and is written in Hebrew 

 the Torah can also be found in the Old Testament section of the 
Bible 

 the synagogue is the place where Jews go to learn, worship God 
and be together as a community, and is where the Torah is kept 
light is a symbol for God’s presence in the synagogue.  

 
Why do Jewish families celebrate Shabbat? 
Children will learn: 

 that families celebrate special times in many different ways 

 that Shabbat and the Friday night meal are an important part of 
Jewish family life and help Jewish families to feel closer to God 

 that Shabbat lasts from sunset on Friday to sunset on Saturday, 
and that there are symbols that mark its beginning and its end. 

 that Shabbat is a time of rest and recalls how god rested on the 
seventh day after creation.  

 

Summer 1 (Mosque trip) 
Who is Allah and how do Muslims worship him? 
Children will learn: 

 that Muslims believe in one God, Allah 

 that Allah: 
o is the Arabic name for God the Creator 
o has ninety-nine beautiful names that reflect aspects 

of his character 

 that Muslims believe that:  
o any thought or action can be a prayer 
o they should be ritually clean** before they pray and 

can pray anywhere as long as it is clean 
o they should face Mecca when they pray different 

physical positions in prayer help them focus on Allah 
 

What is important for Muslim families? 
Children will learn: 

 that the word ‘Islam’ means ‘peace’ in Arabic 

 that ‘respect’ is important to Muslims 

 that Muslims believe that Muhammad (pbuh*): 
o is a prophet and the last messenger of Allah in Islam 
o is the best example of a Muslim, and that they should 

try to be like him 

 that the Qur’an: 
o is the special book for Muslims and is written in 

Arabic 
o contains the holy words of Allah to Muhammad 
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Home, Church, Mosque, Temple, 
Synagogue 
Special, precious, memory, remember, 
religious, celebration 
Birthday, gift, present, celebration, 
decoration, thank you, wedding, 
Christmas, Easter, Harvest, Diwali, 
Ramadan, Eid, Chinese New Year, 
Jewish Sukkot, Hanukkah 
 

Light, nativity, angel, symbol, star, presents.  
Church, worship, bible 
Scroll, Kippah, Torah, respect, value, hope, new life, cross, Easter 
Sunday, symbol, sign, resurrection, happy/sad, Good Friday,  

Light, nativity, angel, symbol, star, presents.  
Church, worship, bible 
Rescue, salvation, Jesus, saviour, rescuer.  
Easter garden, Sin, forgiveness, Tomb.  
Allah, respect, worship, Muslim, Islam, messenger, holy, Arabic, 
peace, respect, madrassah 
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Harvest – soup and bread with parents 
Christmas performance  

Assemblies/ performances 

Church trip 

Christmas performance  

Assemblies/ performances 

Synagogue trip 
 

Christmas performance  

Assemblies/ performances 

Mosque trip 
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PSHE – Discussing and celebrating our 
similarities and differences.  
Music/ drama – Christmas show/ 
performance  
 

Literacy – Writing letters to the synagogue, harvest poems. 
PSHE – Discussing and celebrating our similarities and differences.  
Music/ drama – Christmas show/ performance  
Science – Discussion around the egg and growth and change, what 
might be inside, what different kinds of eggs are there.  
DT – Create the nativity using character stick puppets. 

Literacy– writing Easter poems,  
DT – designing and making an Easter garden.  
PSHE – Discussing and celebrating our similarities and differences. 
Music/ drama – Christmas show/ performance 

 


