
Parent Voice Minutes - Tuesday 19
th

 October 2021 (Meeting Held Virtually usingTeams) 
 
Attending Class Reps: 
Cygnet – Anna Doyle 
Duckling – Anna Fisher-Jeffes 
Gosling – Alex Batchelor 
  
Fox – Leah Williams 
Hedgehog – Jacqueline Brand 
Squirrel – Frida Chapman 
  
Leopard – Aoife Jackson 
Lion – Charlotte Dury  
Tiger – Juliet Galvin 
 
Staff:  
Miriam Morris (Headteacher), Mrs Claire Roberts (Year 1 Fox Class Teacher and PE and Sports Subject Lead) 
 
Focus this meeting: PE and Sports 
We had asked Class Reps to gather feedback from parents in their child’s class. Did any parents have any questions 
about PE and Sports at school? 
Do parents feel that we offer a good range of sports clubs at school? Is there anything else that we could offer? 
 
Year R: 
Q: The only question from my class for the meeting tomorrow is whether the children could have two PE 
classes per week. 
We explained that when children start with us in Year R they only have one PE lesson. However so that children can 
develop gross motor skills and balance, and agility associated with physical exercise and to meet their Early Learning 
Goals, children can access balls and skipping ropes and balance bars, as well as the large climbing frame when they 
are in the Year R outside area.   
 
Q: Are there any free clubs available to children?  Appreciate that there's a cost with lots of them as they are 
outside providers but is there a way for parents on low incomes (who may or may not qualify as pupil 
premium) to access clubs at reduced rates so their children have similar opportunities to others?  
This was a very good question and one we couldn’t answer straight away. In the past we have offered additional 
lunchtime clubs at no extra cost to parents, but it isn’t something we’re currently doing. We do pay for Pupil Premium 
children to access clubs for free, but we would also like to look at low cost clubs for all children.  
 
We will look into this and update Class Reps once we have a more firm answer.   
 
Q: Will any language clubs be offered at the school? We used to run a Spanish club.  
The person who ran it stopped running the club during Covid. We are looking to reintroduce a language club.  
 
Q: When can PE kits stay in school (and not brought home every week)?  
We said we would send them home, as it was requested by parents. We would prefer them to stay in school, after half 
term we will ask for PE kits to stay in school.   
 
Q: Is it possible to offer more lunchtime yoga sessions?  It seems to be a very popular club with a number of 
children on the waiting list.  
We can see if the person leading Yoga has any additional capacity. Or we could try to find another instructor.  (see 
below) 
 
Q: Is there capacity for a pilates class? One of the Gosling mums runs both adult and children's classes and 
would happily offer a free taster session.  
We will look at the rooms available and see if it would be possible to offer this as a club as well.  
 
Q: Can gymnastics be an option as an after school club?  
We can look into this. The only draw-back is the use of the hall.   
 
Q: It would be great to have a dance class at Manby Lodge.  
We agree (we used to have a Dance club, but it stopped during Covid) and it is something we are looking into this 
term.  
 
Q: Mine are more observations than questions, but it would be really useful to get a schedule of all the extra 
curricular activities on offer before the beginning of term with details on costs, days/times that the sessions 
are run etc.  



I found that the information was drip fed so it was difficult to decide what to go for.  
Thank you for this feedback. We understand - we will better communicate the clubs that we run at the end of each 
term (ready for the new term) and at the start of the academic year.   
 
Thank you to parents for their feedback on PE and Sports at Manby Lodge. Because of the number of rooms we have 
we are limited in terms of the clubs that we can run before or after school. The hall is used daily by Koosa Breakfast 
and After School Club.  
 
We are looking into renovating the garage, and if this can go ahead, it will become a useful space that could be rented 
out for additional clubs to be run in.  
 
General Questions from Parents 
1) Parents are very grateful having access to the online books via Oxford Owl to use and would like to know 
when children will be able to bring home actual reading books (to avoid screen time and make it easier to 
physically follow the words).  
Books should be ready to go home this week – a big thank you to all the parents who have helped us to stamp and 
label the books.  
 
2) With the online books, is there a way of re-accessing books once you've read them once and given 
feedback by clicking on the faces? 
You can access the books again once you have read them. Parents do have to have a play with the website, but we 
will send out instructions about how to do this as well.  
 
3) Parents feel very informed with school events/ learning etc but think the number of emails on certain days 
can be rather overwhelming (e.g 4 last Friday) - is it possible to reduce the number of daily emails e.g by 
having fewer but with more docs attached? (email is obviously preferable to paper copies). 
We can try to streamline emails – thank you for the feedback.  
 
4) Generally it would be really helpful if they could consolidate a lot of their email comms too, one email a 
week with a summary of the week ahead and things we need to know would be ideal.  
We do try very hard to only send emails on a Friday – it’s when the Dear Parents go out each week, and with my bi-
weekly Newsletter. However, due to timescales, and sometimes we have to communicate something urgently, it’s not 
always possible to stick to this.  
With regards to sending an email to parents with a summary of the week ahead, that is what Dear Parents is, and we 
only send it to the Year group that their child is in and every family will receive the Headteacher’s Newsletter.  
 
We will try to streamline emails again, going forwards.   
  
Q: The question from Squirrels is: will we be able to come into school to watch the nativity this term?  
Yes – we are planning on it! Only one parent though, sorry. We explained that guidance from the DfE tells schools to 
avoid overcrowding, so that’s why we had a very strict rule for one parent only during the Shared Learning events this 
week.  
 
Q: Is year 2 on course academically or are we still playing catch up from the lost learning last year due to 
Covid?  
It is not possible to answer this as a whole cohort - as the children are all at different points. It is a good question and I 
will share it with others tomorrow at the meeting. Some children are further ahead, because of the work they did at 
home during the Lockdown (compared with other children). At Parent Teacher Consultations teachers will share 
individual information with each set of parents.  
 
Q: Also how involved if at all are Cleves with assuring that the kids are ready by the end of the year?  
They're not involved with children's academic progress, but we work very closely together on Transition to support the 
children to be ready 'emotionally' for the move.  
  
Q: With Cleves recently having a Covid outbreak, how are we doing with our Covid cases? We appreciate that 
you won’t want to disclose actual Covid numbers but overall are we doing ok?  
We have not gotten close to being at an outbreak level. We have only had individual cases of Covid within classes.  
  
Q: On the transition to Cleves, is there any involvement from Manby to how the kids are grouped and then 
what teacher they get at Cleves.  
Teachers in Manby group the children in the Summer Term. They do this after being provided with information from 
the children about who they want to go into classes with.   
Class Reps were thanked for their time and for liaising between school and class parents. Meeting closed.  


